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Blue oval tent, Turkey, 17th Century, Wawel Royal Castle, Krakow, Poland (inv. no. 896). See p. 13. 
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EDITORIAL  

In an appendage to her report on Marianne Ellis' tour of the exhibition A Stitch in Time (p.17 
below), Deryn O'Connor recounts how, to her consternation, "all the catalogues had sold out. How 
could I write my report?ò Marianne kindly offered me hers, but I decided to write a plea to the 
Head of Department asking to be sent the copy which had been put out for visitors to the show, as 
the exhibition closed on the following day." Owing to both the Head of Department and Ruth 
Barnes being away, nothing happened for some time. Eventually Deryn received a complimentary 
copy with apologies from the Sales and Marketing Manager who wrote that there had been a delay at 
the printers in Singapore so that 200 copies of the book had been sent by airmail, the bulk following 
by sea, and it was one of the latter, which had just arrived, that he was sending her. He explained 
that "the book simply turned out to be more popular than we originally planned and we sold all 
200 before the end of the exhibition." Deryn continues, "I encountered a similar situation last year 
at the Holburne Museum in Bath when I visited an historic embroidery exhibition. Perhaps 
publishers will soon realize what an interest there is for serious books on textiles at a reasonable 
price. The Ashmolean publication is an excellent example to follow.ò 

It is also an example I am sorry that they did not follow themselves when they published, 
Ruth Barnes' magnum opus on the Indian printed textiles in the Newberry Collection. I felt at the 
time that the Museum was to be congratulated for publishing such an admirable and scholarly work, 
but at near £200 for two substantial volumes, it was more than the ordinary reader could afford or 
give shelf-room to. I had a similar experience at the V.& A. a few years ago where the only 
publication was a very bulky and expensive catalogue more suitable for a library than the 
general reader. In both cases it was a pity that these tomes could not have been supplemented by 
something comparable in size and price to Marianne's excellent book. In fact, I wrote along these 
lines to the V.& A. at the time, but they replied to the effect that they could not afford to publish 
cheaper versions of their catalogues because of uncertainty as to how well they would sell. 

The British Museum are the more to be congratulated, therefore, on their modestly priced 
series Fabric Folios, of which two were reviewed in the last newsletter. 
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PROGRAMME  
 

 

 

 

Wednesday 24 October 
 

at 5.45 pm at the Pitt-Rivers Research Centre, 64 Banbury Road, Oxford 
AGM of the Oxford Asian Textile Group 

followed by refreshments and 
at 7pm Joseph Fischer 

Author of the book, The Folk Art of Bali and other books on textiles in Indonesia. 
Originally a lecturer at University of California and has done doctoral work at 

John Hopkins University and the University of Chicago. 
 

The Story Cloths of Bali 
These embroideries are unusual in that they depict characters, scenes and symbols from 

the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and indigenous Balinese and Javanese tales. The cloths 
are hung from the eaves of Hindu temples, inside houses and ritual village structures. 

 

Members free: visitors welcome - £2 

No booking needed for this event 

 

 

 

Wednesday 7 November 

Specially arranged visit to the Embroiderers' Guild 
 

An opportunity to visit the headquarters of the Embroiderers' Guild at Hampton Court Palace, where the 
Curator, Lyn Szygenda, will have a selection of embroideries with special appeal to OATG members, 

drawn from the Guild's worldwide collection of over 11,000 pieces.  Lynn will talk about the 
embroideries on show. There will be morning coffee and the Guild also has a well-stocked bookshop on 

embroidery and related subjects. Please book with Ann Guild. 
 
 
 

 

Thursday 6 December 2001 
6.30 for 7pm 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

by kind invitation of Joyce Seaman, 
at her home, 5 Park Town, Oxford 

(Free parking in street after 6.30 pm) 

Cost £5   Please book with Ann Guild. 

Further information from Ann Guild, Programme Secretary, The Old School, Ducklington, Witney, 

Oxfordshire 0X8 7UR, Tel. 01993 899033 or e-mail macguild@btinternet.com 

mailto:macguild@btinternet.com
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CHINESE TEXTILES IN THE CHESTER BEATTY LIBRARY, DUBLIN  

The Chester Beatty Library, home to a rich collection of manuscripts, miniature paintings, 

prints, early printed books and works of art from countries across Asia, the Middle East, North 

Africa and Europe, is the result of a lifetime of collecting by its founder, Sir Alfred Chester 

Beatty (1875-1968). Beatty, an American mining magnate, became involved with the arts of East 

Asia early in his collecting career. A childhood interest in minerals is said to have attracted him to 

Chinese snuff bottles carved from precious stones, and by the early years of the twentieth century 

he had built up substantial collections of Chinese and Japanese decorative arts. It was during a trip 

to east Asia in 1917 that Chester Beatty began collecting Chinese textiles, and, although textiles 

never became one of his major collecting interests, he did go on to create a fine, if small-scale, 

collection over the years. There are now eight dragon robes and four embroidered chair covers in 

the collection, as well as eight textile scrolls and wall hangings of various sizes and a number of 

smaller pieces, such as embroidered sleeve and robe facings. 

 

The core of the Chinese textile collection is the group of dragon robes (long pao). Dragon 

robes would have been worn by the Chinese emperor, the imperial family and court officials for 

ceremonial functions and were elaborately decorated with the imperial emblem of the five-clawed 

dragon and other auspicious symbols of authority and religious significance. One of the finest 

of the Library's robes is the fleece-lined, kesi tapestry-weave robe in imperial yellow illustrated 

above. The other robes date from the mid-eighteenth to the early twentieth century. They include 

both kesi and embroidered examples in colours 


