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Indeed, this is true of the craftsmen working in rural India to-day as a whole. There are 24 million
of them, still working in the traditional structure of family and community, but their livelihood has been
threatened by the increased invasion of factory products into their way of life. Most designers do not operate in
the context of studio-workshops as they do in other parts of the world, but come into the family workshops,
working jointly with the craftsmen and guiding them towards producing goods that will sell well in the new -
mainly urban - markets.

One area where most change is to be seen is in embroidery, where women have for centuries
embroidered at home for domestic purposes and now embroider to earn their living. The techniques and
motifs of the embroidery are traditional but the uses to which they are put are new. The gipsies of the
Lambana tribe, for example, embroider jackets, a garment they would never have thought of before,
which are popular in the cities. Again tussore (wild silk) is a fabric not traditionally used, but there are
some very attractively embroidered examples on show, some of them with self embroidery (see below).

Another interesting group is the Madhubani painting from Bihar, one of the poorest parts of India.
Originally votive paintings were made to decorate walls, but it was felt that the motifs provided a rich
reservoir of design that could be drawn on for saris and soft furnishings, and there are several delightful
examples in the exhibition.

Phyllis Nye

Madhubani sari (detail), tussore silk by Greta Dei and Ormolu Dei, with the assistance of Cecile Dei,
JitwarpurVillage, Madhubani District, Bihar, 1997.
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Handmade in India -

- is on view at the Crafts Council, 44a Pentonville Road, London, until 28 June, Tuesdays
to Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays 2-4 p.m., admission free. The following events are
being held in conjunction with it:

Thursday 11 June - Katab Appliqué workshop led by Mary Spyrou (for G.C.S.E., A level and
G.N.V.Q. students), £30 (concessions £10) including lunch.

Friday 12 June at 10 am and 2.30 p.m. for pre-booked groups and from 3 p.m. for individuals -
gallery talks using the Indian Crafts Handling Collection. Sessions will last 45 minutes
and will be conducted by Bunny Page. Admission free.

Friday 12 and Saturday 13 June - Bandhani (tie-dye) week-end led by Mary Spyrou (for teachers,
youth and community workshops leaders), £60 (£30 concessions) including lunch.

Friday 19 June - Indian embroidery workshop led by Anne Morrell (for makers, teachers and
students), £30 (concessions £10) including lunch.

Saturday 20 June - Indian embroidery workshop (repeat of above).

Further information may be obtained from the Crafts Council, 44a Pentonville Road,
Islington, London, N1 9BY, tel. 0171-278.7700.

Handmade in India then continues at the following venues:
11 July to 8 August 1998 - Angel Row Gallery, 3 Angel Row, Nottingham (tel. 0115-947.6334)

Here the exhibition is part of a larger event, Indian Summer, including paintings by Shanti
Panchal, exhibitions of Indian architecture and of South Asian Senior Citizens in Nottingham, and a
film on an Anglo-Indian living in Calcutta. The Schools Treat week (13-17 July) includes
workshops from 10 a.m. - 12 noon: Monday, mirror embroidery; Tuesday, a look at cooking,
dressing and sewing; Wednesday, block-printing. There is a guided tour of Handmade in India
by Mohan Khera on Wednesday 22 July at 1 p.m. in English and 2 p.m. in Hindi; a talk on
Perspectives on Handmade in India: Crafts in Transition by Deidre Figuredo on Wednesday 29
July at 1 p.m., and a talk on the exhibition by Bunny Page, co-curator, on Wednesday 5 August at
1 p.m.. All events are free, and the gallery is open from Monday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. (7
p.m. on Wednesday), closed on Sunday. For further information on all events, contact the
number above.

5 September to 31 October - Leicester, simultaneously at the City Gallery, 90 Granby Street (tel.
0116-254.0595) and Leicester Museum and Art Gallery, 53 New Walk (tel.0 116-2 5
5.4 100), from whom information about opening times and associated events may be
obtained.

The exhibition continues at Hawick, Exeter and Halifax.Details in the next newsletter.
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OTHER EXHIBITIONS
Overseas
U.C.L.A. Fowler Museum of Cultural History, Los Angeles, California

From the Rainbow's Varied Hue: Textiles of the Southern Philippines until 23 August.
The 50 exhibits from Mindanao and the Sulu archipelago include ceremonial dress, tapestry
cloths, silk flags and canopies, and beaded, embroidered and shell-sequined garments.

The exhibition is part of the 1998 Philippine Festival, for which the Museum is also
mounting two other exhibitions: photographs illustrating the historical relationship between the
Philippines and the U.S.A. from August 19 to 3 January 1999, and basketry of the Luzon
Cordillera from 23 August to 1 November.

A number of events is being held in conjunction with all three exhibitions. Further
information can be obtained from the Museum at James West —Center, Box 951549, Los Angeles,

California 90095-1549; tel. 310-825.2585 or 310-825.4288; fax 310-206.3455; e-mail:
cselling@frmch.ucla.edu or irosen@frmch.ucla.edu

Last Chance to See -

Palms, Pearls and Pinnacles finishes its tour of Hampshire at the Alton Gallery, Alton, 5 June
to 28 July (Tel. 01420.82802)

The Colours of the Indus closes at the Royal Museum, Edinburgh, at the end of June and is not
continuing anywhere else. Gallery talks on Mondays to Fridays at 11.30 am. (Tel. 0131
225.7534)

LECTURES AND EVENTS
Art in Action

The 22nd Art in Action will take place at Waterperry House, Oxfordshire on Thursday
16 to Sunday 19 July, 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. The event gives visitors the opportunity to see
artists in a wide range of media - including textiles - creating their own works of art. This year
they will include artists from India, China, Japan and Turkey. For further information phone
0171-381.3192 or send S.A.E. to Art in Action, 96 Sedlescombe Road, London, SW6 1RB, from
whom the programme (£2.50 + 50p postage) maybe obtained two weeks before the event.

Ashmolean Museum Gallery Talks

Most of you will know that lunch-hour gallery talks are held in the Museum on Tuesdays
and Fridays at 1.15 p.m. Starting this month they will include a series under the heading East
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Meets West on the first Friday of each month. The talk on 3 July will be on Textiles and Trade.
Although no other specifically textile titles are yet planned, there will be some on decorative
motifs and ornament that have relevance to textiles. Copies of the monthly programme of talks
can be picked up from the Friends' desk in the Museum, or you may have your name placed on
the mailing list to receive them regularly. Apply to the Ashmolean Education Service (tel.
01865.278015), from whom more information about the series and other events may also be
obtained.

Friends of the Pitt Rivers

Wednesday 14 October at 6 p.m. - Threads of Continuity and Change: Field Research and
Collecting Textiles in Thailand and Burma, Sandra Dudley (D.Phil student P.R.M.) at the
Pauling Centre for Human Sciences, 58 Banbury Road. Non-members welcome but are
asked to make a contribution to the Friends' Purchasing Fund.

Oxford Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers

Saturday 19 September at 2 p.m - Marco Polo and the Silk Route by Priscilla Lowry at the
Village Hall, Stanton St.John. Non-members £2. Further information may be obtained
from the Secretary, Monika Brown, tel. 01865.248869

The Textile Society

Saturday 4 July - visit to Brighton Pavilion, textiles, lecture. (Contact Freda Chapman, tel.
01428.683703)

24-26 July - Residential Weekend: feltmaking at Westhorpe College. (Contact Audrey Dick, Tel.
0181-891.5746)

Saturday 10 October - Manluk embroideries from the Newberry Collection, Marianne Ellis at the
Ashmolean Museum. (Contact Freda Chapman as above)

Sunday 11 October - visit to Joss Graham's shop + talk; also Turkman Gallery, Victoria London.
(Contact Audrey Dick as above).

For further information about the Textile Society, contact Freda Chapman as above.
Asia Week at Sotheby's
A week of events focussing on Chinese and Japanese art, Asian textiles and contemporary

Indian paintings, 10-18 June. Lectures and handling sessions during the first part of the week;
sales on 16, 17 and 18 June. (Tel. 0171-293.4444)
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PUBLICATIONS

Chinese and Central Asian Textiles is a compilation of thirty articles previously published in
Orientations between 1983 and 1997. The thirty articles investigate new data and evaluate the state
of Chinese textile studies. Particular emphasis is given to the issues of dating, provenance and
the placement of garments in a cultural context. 260 pp, 290 colour and 500 black and white
illustrations. £40 + £10 p.& p. from Orientations, 17th Floor, 200 Lockhard Road, Hong Kong,
and can be paid for by credit card.

Sheila Landi, The Textile Conservator's Manual, 2nd edition, Butterworth-Heinemann,
ISBN 7506 3897, 360pp, highly illustrated. This standard work has recently been published in
paperback, £29.99.

Roberts, Claire, ed, Evolution and Revolution: Chinese Dress 1700s to 1900s,
Powerhouse Publishing, Sydney, 1997, ISBN 1 86317 067 7, 112 pp, over 100 colour illus., pb.
£20. Published in conjunction with an exhibition under the same title at the Powerhouse Museum,
June 1997 to May 1998, this book explores social, economic and political changes which have
occurred in mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan, through the medium of dress. Despite the
title, it deals mainly with the twentieth century.

Tamar-Baldzoy Agnes, and Fastop, Dinah, Chemical Principles of Textile Conservation,
Butterworth-Heinemann, ISBN 0 7506 2620 8, 432 pp, 27 colour and 57 b/w photographs, 123
line drawings, hardback £75.

The authors area conservation scientist at the Hungarian National Museum and a
Conservator at the Textile Conservation Centre at Hampton Court, who together, give
comprehensive coverage of the subject and provide "must-have" information for conservators
who might not have a scientific background. It covers the material science of textiles, including
their deterioration, condition and investigation, and aids understanding of the chemical processes
during various treatments, such as cleaning, humidification, drying and disinfection.

The O.A.T.G. Newsletter is published three times a year
with deadlines on the first Monday in February, June and October.

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE - MONDAY 5 OCTOBER 1998
Contributions should be sent to the Editor:

Phyllis Nye, Hewel Barn, Common Road, BECKLEY, Oxon, OX3 9UR
Tel/fax. 01865.351607



