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Suppliers of Acid-free Wrappings

Acid-free paper and card is available from:

Conservation Resources (UK) Ltd and

Unit 1, Pony Road Falkiner Fine Papers
Horspath Industrial Estate 76 Southampton Row
Cowley London

Oxford WCIB 4AR

0OX4 2RD Tel. 0171-831.1151

Tel. 01865.747755

Acid-free cardboard boxes are available from Conservation Resources as above and

C.A. Coutts Ltd
Violet Road
London

E3 3QL

Tel. 0171-515.6171

Details of eye-shades: Top, knotted coconut fibre from Tahiti made by 1774; centre, palm-
leaf from the Solomon Islands, late 19th century; below, palm-leaf from Tuvalu,
Micronesia, late 19th century; all in the exhibition Braving the Elements (see above, p.10
and below, p. 13)
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LETTER TO EDITOR

Dear Editor,

There is a group of ladies here who have an avid interest in S.E. Asian textiles. We
try to hold monthly meetings so that informal talks can be held on the wonderful collections
that some of these ladies have.

I thought it might be nice to put a note in the newsletter inviting anyone who may be
passing through Singapore to get in touch with me. It is always enjoyable to meet other
textile enthusiasts.

Yours sincerely
JANICE THOMPSON

5 Hacienda Grove #04-04, Singapore 457911
Tel/fax 0065.2434767; e-mail mikethom@mbox3.singnet.com.sq

MUSEUMS ROUND-UP

Michael O'Hanlon (M.A. Cambridge, Ph.D. London), at present Assistant Keeper
in the Department of Ethnography at the British Museum, has been appointed to the
Directorship of the Pitt Rivers Museum with effect from 14 April 1998.

His research has been in the New Guinea Highlands, and he was responsible for the
large exhibition on that area at the Museum of Mankind on view between 1993 and 1995.

He is the author of Reading the Skin: Adornment, Display and Society among the Wahgi and
Paradise: Portraying the New Guinea. Highlands.

Meanwhile no appointment has been made to the vacant Directorship of the
Ashmolean, and Roger Moorey, Keeper of Antiquities, continues to serve as Acting Director.

The Ashmolean's Department of Eastern Art is hoping to acquire a complete
embroidered tunic from Egypt, recently radio-carbon dated to 1020 A.D. +/- 35 years. It would
complement the Newberry collection of Islamic embroideries.

Members will be pleased to know that the upheaval that has disrupted theEastern Art
Department at the Ashmolean over the last two years has at last come to an end. All the
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EXHIBITIONS

Braving the Elements:
Conserving Plant Fibre Clothing from Around the World

On display in the Pitt Rivers Museum is an extraordinary collection of protective clothes
all made from unmodified, or simply modified, plant material - leaves, bark, palm spath, reeds.
They are brought together in the exhibition Braving the Elements, on show until the end of
1998.

In one respect this is a typically "Pitt Rivers" exhibition; the objects chosen represent 26
different cultures from five continents and range in date from mid-nineteenth century to the
present day. There are two themes linking these disparate objects, first that they are all made from
plants, secondly that they all protect the wearer from the elements in some way - snow-goggles are
displayed next to brow-shades, rain-capes in a case next to sun-hats.

This brings us on to the aspects of the exhibition which make it rather atypical for the Pitt
Rivers. These all stem, to a lesser or greater degree, from the fact that the exhibition was
curated by the Conservation Department. We have tried to link the protective nature of the clothes
with the protection they now need from us, the museum professionals, whose job it is to ensure
their preservation. The aims of the exhibition are two-fold: to display fascinating,
ingenious objects, and through them to explain the basics of preventive conservation. The
importance of minimising light levels in the gallery, ensuring a regular level of humidity,
protecting objects from unnecessary handling, are all explained in information panels and
interactive displays.

The methods we use to communicate this message are also rather atypical for the Pitt Rivers:
information panels are aimed at children rather than adults, and there are displays of objects
which the visitor is encouraged to touch. We rely heavily on feedback from the public to discover
how successful these methods are; there is a book for visitors' comments in the exhibition - we look
forward to reading those from members of the O.A.T.G.

Braving the Elements is on display at the Pitt Rivers Museum, main building in Parks Road
(through the University Museum) until the end of 1998. A range of postcards, a leaflet on the
conservation of one of the objects and a teacher's pack to accompany the exhibition are on sale in
the Museum shop. (Tel. 01865.270927)

Conservation Department, Pitt Rivers Museum

Other Exhibitions

Palms, Pearls and Pinnacles continues its tour around Hampshire, and can be seen at
Havant Museum wuntil 17 February (tel.01705.451155); Willis Museum, Basingstoke
(tel.01256.465902"), 17 February to 31 March; Red House Museum, Christchurch
(tel.01202.273240), 10 April to 28 May; and the Allen Gallery, Alton (01420.82802), 5 June
to 28 July. This is an exhibition of traditional women's dress from the Arabian Peninsula
collected by Josephine Kane, an O.A.T.G. member.

Editor
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Edinburgh

The Colours of the Indus Exhibition moves from the V.& A. and will be seen at the
Royal Museum, Chambers Street, through May and June. For those of you who have not
seen it, this is an exhibition tracing the rich textile traditions of Pakistan, presenting more
than 150 exquisite costumes dating from the mid-19th century to the present day. Conceived
as a journey up the river Indus, the exhibition explores the astonishing diversity and beauty
of regional textiles.

Also at the Royal Museum, until 31 March, The Ainu Bear Festival The Ainu are
an indigenous people who live in northern Japan. The Bear Festival was a central part of
Ainu life, during which a bear would be killed in order to return him to his spiritual home.
This intriguing display presents the Museum's unique collection of Ainu costume and
decorative objects used during the Festival.

(The telephone number of the Royal Museum is 0131-225.7534)

Overseas

The Indianapolis Museum of Art is showing an exhibition of Japanese kimono from
its collection until 10 May,

Last Chance to See -
Dazzle and Dare at the V,& A. (tel.0171-938.6400) closes 22 February

Open Sesame at the Glasgow City Museum and Art Gallery (tel.0141-339.8855) closes 10
April.

Apology

In the autumn I received an understandably indignant postcard from a member in
Devon who went all the way up to London to see Nomads on the Move at the Horniman
Museum, only to find it had already been dismantled, although she had read in the
newsletter that it was on until January. I do apologize to her and to anyone else who may have
been similarly disappointed, The entry was based on information supplied by the
Museum - as is all the information included in this feature. (I myself went to London to see
an exhibition which happened to be closed on that day - though in my case the attendants
surreptitiously let me in!) May I suggest that you phone to check that what you want to see
is visible on the day you want to see it before making a journey that may be wasted. You
will notice that I have included telephone numbers in this issue (except for Indianapolis,
which I do not know), and will try to remember to do so in future.

Editor
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LECTURES AND EVENTS
Ashmolean Indian Study Day
This is now fully booked with a watitiggdist.

Victoria and Albert Museum Gallery Talks - all at 2 p.m.

Tuesday 21 April - Islamic Carpets I, by Fahmida Shah.

Tuesday 28 April - Islamic Carpets II, by Fahmida Shah.

Thursday 30 April - Fashion in China through the collections of the V.& A.,
by Olivia Callea

The Textile Society

Tuesday 17 February - Visit to Sanderson's

(Contact Freddie Lannert, tel.0181-898.3677)

Wednesday 25 February - Study Day on Colours of the Indus at the V.& A.
(Contact Ngozi Ikoku, tel.0171-938.8420)

Friday 20 March - Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester, "Items from the Newberry
Collection" (Contact Freda Chapman, tel.01428.683703)

Sunday 22 March - Antique Textile Fair, Manchester
(Contact Margaret Bolger, tel.01470.592361)

Wednesday 6 May - Kew Gardens, "Plants and Dyes")
(Contact Freda Chapman, tel.01428.683703)

Further information about the Textile Society, its membership and activities, may also
be obtained from Freda Chapman (an O.A.T.G. member) on the above number.

The Textile Society of America

The 6th Biennial Symposium of the Society will take place from 23 to 26 September
1998 at the Fashion Institute of Technology, New York City. Under the title, Makers,
Methods, Markets, it will consider the factors affecting the creation of textiles throughout the
world and across time. Further information can be obtained from Desirée Koslin, Fashion
Institute of Technology, Graduate Studies Department, 7th Avenue at 27th Street E-315, New
York, N.Y., 10001, tel. +1-212-760-7714, fax +1-212-760-7156.

Auctions at Christies, South Kensington

Islamic Costume and Textiles - 29 April and 14 October 1998
Oriental Costume and Textiles - 10 June and 24 November 1998

For further information contact Susan Mayor (tel.0717-321.3211), Alison Toplis (te1.0171-
271 2718\ ar Quzatta Chialdc (tal N1T71_271 2721A\N at (Chrictiac
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BOOKS

Sheila Paine's book, Golden Horde: Travels from the Himalaya to Karpathos,
published last summer in hardback, has already sold out, but is due to appear in paperback
this month, published by Penguin at £8.99. Penguin have also issued a reprint of The Afghan
Amulet at £7.99.

Anne E. Wardwell & James C.Y. Watt When Silk Was Gold: Central Asian and
Chinese Textiles. A book produced to accompany a joint exhibition of material from the
Cleveland Musuem of Art and the Metropolitan Museum, New York. It features more than
60 fragile and luxurious objects, including tapestries, silks, embroideries and printed
textiles which were produced in imperial workshops and traded along the Silk Routes, and
those created for Buddhist monasteries. Essays deal with the social, economic, political and
religious contexts in which these precious textiles were created, and individual entries offer
descriptions and technical analyses. Metropolitan Museum N.Y., 1997, 220pp, 180 illus
(100 in colour), $65.00

Nancy Lindisfarne-Tapper and Bruce Ingham, eds.: Languages of Dress in the Middle
East, Curzon, 1997, ISBN 0-7007-0670-4 (cloth), ISBN 0-7007-0671-2 (pbk), £35, cloth,
£12.99 pbk. This book examines the complex relation between clothing practices and
natural languages in the Middle East, but each of the nine papers stands as a separate
study. The authors include anthropologists, ethnographers, historians and linguists, and
their papers cover aspects of dress in relation to identity, politics and religion over a range
of costume from simple rural dress to elaborate court robes.

ACCOMMODATION

In response to earlier requests, Felicity has drawn up a list of local members who
would be prepared to give overnight accommodation, at a modest charge, to members from
further afield who may not wish to make the long journey home after meetings, especially in
the dark. Anyone wishing to take advantage of this offer should get in touch with
her.(address on page 5).

FOR THE NEXT ISSUE - MONDAY 1. JUNE

Contributions should be sent to
Phyllis Nye, Hewel Barn, Common Road, BECKLEY, Oxon, OX3 9UR

Tal/fav N1RAK RRT1ANT



