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Editorial

This month's issue @&sian Textilesmppears a little later than usual due to the fact that | have

abroad. However, to make up for it we have a wonderful selection of articles. David and Sue

Richardson have written a fascinating article about that most unusual of garthemts/meshek
of the Karakalpaks. This adincompassing and highly embroidered headcover is unique to th
group that inhabits that part of Uzbekistan to the south of the Aral Sea. David and Sue hav
many Visits to the area and produced ethnological research which is both valuable and tho

been

is
e made
rough.

Further to the east, Susanna Reece decided to celebrate her fiftieth birthday with an unusual
journey. Following in the footsteps of authors Peter Fleming and Ella Maillart, Susanna travelled

from Beljing to Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan. OATG member Sue also writes a blog on knitting
(http:susannareeceknits.blogspot.com/

Then to the south, we have an informative article by Azra Nafees on the clothing of th
Pashtuns. Usually the only thing we hear from this region is sad news about the conflict alc
AfghanistanPakistan border, but Azra explains in great detail the clothing worn by people ir
region.

One final point: this is the last edition of Asian Textiles to be published while our foun
Ruth Barnes is still in Oxford. | will not be the last person to pay tribute, but on behalf of the
magazine | would like to add my thanks for all she has done to put Asian textiles in Oxford
map. Thankyou Ruth and good luck in your new endeavours.
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Hereb6a another postcard from my bottomless pit.
lacemaker from Colombo in Sri Lanka 9 then known as Ceylon. Lacemaking was introduced to Sri
Lanka by the Portuguese in the 16th century and further improved by the Dutch in the 17th century.

You can read more about it here:  http://www.lankalibrary.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?f=68&t=3039
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